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Our school at a glance 

Students 

Students of Bankstown Hospital School are 
current patients of Bankstown Hospital Paediatric 
Ward. The students may be short or long term 
patients and may have an ongoing illness. 

Staff 

All staff have experience in working in a K-12 
multi-age/multi-disciplinary classroom.All teaching 
staff meet the professional requirements for 
teaching in NSW public schools. 

Significant programs and initiatives 

The hospital school is unique in that it co-
ordinates special initiatives in accordance with 
health system policy. 

The school has a holistic approach to educating 
each child and modifies learning programs to suit 
the individual student within the constraints of the 
illness or injury. 

In 2008 the hospital school received funds from 
the 2007 federal governments IIOS (Investing In 
Our Schools) program. Part of the funds received 
has been spent on the purchase of 8 laptops and 
a laptop trolley. These laptops are used in the 
ward by the students in their beds. Students are 
able to continue with their research from their 
Home Schools and/or complete alternate tasks as 
set by Hospital School Teaching staff. The 
purchase of these laptops has enabled us to 
dispose of our older pcs that had to be rolled out 
to students on trolleys. The removal of these 
trolleys has reduced the OH&S risks in the ward 
and in the storage of them in the classroom.  

Unfortunately, the school has not been able to 
spend the balance of our IIOS funds targeted for 
shading our new playground. As the school is 
situated on Department of Health property we are 
governed by the department’s selection of 
contractors. We are now waiting on quotes from 
new hospital contractors and hope to have this 
project finalised by the end of Semester 1 2009.  

                                   
Student’s using laptops for research in their beds. 

Student achievement in 2008 

When NSW Board of Studies and NAPLAN 
exams are scheduled, students have access to sit 
these exams within the hospital school room. 
Results are sent directly to the student’s home 
school. 

Students are offered preparation work in the lead 
up to these exams to assist home schools achieve 
the National Minimum Standards in Literacy and 
Numeracy. 

 

 
A Year 5 student attempting a NAPLAN Literacy exam 
in the Hospital School room May 2008. 

 

 

Messages 

Principal's message 

Bankstown Hospital School provides continuity of 
education for hospitalised students. The school 
classroom is located in the children’s ward of 
Bankstown Hospital. Our school is well resourced 
and offers Individualised Education Programs 
(IEPs) for students from Preschool to Year 12 in a 
bright and stimulating learning environment. 

I certify that the information in this report is the 
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process 
and is a balanced and genuine account of the 
school's achievements and areas for 
development. 

Rosalee Lamaro 

Teacher-In-Charge 
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Student Enrolments 2002-2008
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School context 

Student information 

It is a requirement that the reporting of information 
for all students must be consistent with privacy 
and personal information policies. 

 

Student enrolment profile 

Students of Bankstown Hospital School are 
patients of Bankstown Hospital and may be short-
term, long-term or recurrent admissions. The 
duration of attendance varied from .5 to 35 days. 
There are no permanent enrolments as all 
students are enrolled at their home schools 
(public or private). Since the introduction of ERN 
this year we are able to share enrolment of 
students in NSW DET schools. 

Many cultural backgrounds are represented in our 
enrolments. Most students speak English but 
many families communicate at home in their first 
language. The most common first language is 
Arabic closely followed by Vietnamese. 

 

Student attendance profile 

 

 

 

Student Enrolment 2008
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Student enrolment has decreased this year and 
has fallen below 500 students for the first time 
since 2004. Enrolments totalled 481students for 
2008, with 32% of students from private schools.  

 

 
Students attempting to “Pop Art” themselves in the classroom. 

 

Staff information 

It is a requirement that the reporting of information 
for all staff must be consistent with privacy and 
personal information policies. 

 

Staff establishment 

Experienced staff work in a K-12 multi-age 
classroom. The school has two full time positions 
and two permanent part time positions. 

School Learning Support Officer, Christine Hodge, with 
Hospital Cleaner and Doctor at a Ward luncheon. 

 

Position Number  

Principal (Teacher in Charge) 1.000 
Classroom Teachers  0.252 
School Learning Support Officer 1.000 
School Administrative Manager 0.496 
  
Total 2.748 
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Numeracy Yr3
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Staff retention 

The school consistently maintains 100% staff 
retention. 

Staff attendance 

Staff have access to leave entitlements such as 
sick leave, family and community service (FACS), 
and long service leave (LSL)  

Teacher qualifications 

All teaching staff meet the professional 
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools. 

 
Qualifications % of staff 
Degree or Diploma 100 
Postgraduate 0 

 

Financial summary 

This summary covers funds for operating costs 
and does not involve expenditure areas such as 
permanent salaries, building and major 
maintenance. 

 

Balance brought forward  23 642.28
Global funds  29 935.95
Tied funds  101 538.20
School & community sources   410.00
Interest  3 062.67
Trust receipts   0.00
Canteen   0.00
Total income  158 589.10

Expenditure
Teaching & learning
           Key learning areas  2 728.40
           Excursions   0.00
           Extracurricular dissections   0.00
Library   127.55
Training & development  9 748.49
Tied funds  79 863.63
Casual relief teachers   649.86
Administration & office  15 403.98
School-operated canteen   0.00
Utilities   55.23
Maintenance  3 774.02
Trust accounts   0.00
Capital programs   0.00
Total expenditure  112 351.16
Balance carried forward  46 237.94

 

A full copy of the school's 2008 financial 
statement is available at the school. Further 
details concerning the statement can be obtained 
by contacting the school.  

 

School performance 2008 

Students attending the hospital school whilst 
scheduled NSW Board of Studies or National 
Assessment Program Literacy And Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) exams are being held are able to sit 
these exams in the school room. These exams 
are only conducted if school and medical staff in 
consultation with the student and his/her family 
feel that the student is able to sit the exam. 
Results from these exams are sent directly to the 
student’s home school.  

Below is a summary of NAPLAN results from local 
schools around the Bankstown Area. This data 
does not indicate the true performance of any 
particular school in the area and has been 
provided to Bankstown Hospital School with the 
permission of each of the participating schools. 

In the National Assessment Program, the results 
across the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 literacy and 
numeracy assessments are reported on a scale 
from Band 1 to Band 10. 

The achievement scale represents increasing 
levels of skills and understandings demonstrated 
in the assessments. 

 

Yr 3: from Band 1 (lowest) to Band 6 (highest for 
Year 3) 
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Yr 5: from Band 3 (lowest) to Band 8 (highest for 
Year 5) 
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Numeracy Yr 5
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Yr 7: from Band 4 (lowest) to Band 9 (highest for 
Year 7) 
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Numeracy Yr 7
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Yr 9: from Band 5 (lowest) to Band 10 (highest for 
Year 9) 

Overall Literacy Yr 9
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Numeracy Yr 9
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In the School Certificate the performance of 
students is reported in performance bands 
ranging from Performance Band 1 (lowest) to 
Performance Band 6 (highest). Unfortunately, 
data from the local area for the School Certificate 
and Higher School Certificate has not been made 
available to us; please check with your local 
school for more information. 

 

 

Minimum standards 

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum 
standards for reading, writing, grammar and 
punctuation, spelling and numeracy, for years 3, 
5, 7 and 9.  

The performance of the students in our school in 
the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy is compared to these minimum 
standards. The percentages of our students 
achieving at or above these standards are 
reported in their home schools Annual School 
Report. 
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Significant programs and initiatives 

Multidisciplinary teams 

A school priority is to collaborate with parents and 
medical staff to achieve optimum educational and 
health outcomes for students. Team meetings 
with medical and allied staff occur regularly to 
share professional expertise and advice to 
support students’ ongoing health and educational 
needs. This enables school staff to plan and 
implement the most suitable education programs 
for each student. Teachers often have a role in 
case conferences with medical staff and parents. 

 

Liaison with Home Schools 

Liaison with students’ home schools assists in the 
planning and implementation of appropriate 
Individual Education Programs (IEPs) that are 
consistent with home school programs. This is 
especially important for long term and recurrent 
patients as well as those in their Higher School 
Certificate (HSC) or School Certificate (SC) year. 
Our school often provides the link between the 
home school and the hospital staff. 

 

ICT curriculum project 

In 2008 we were fortunate enough to participate in 
the Integrating ICT K-6 Pedagogy Project. 
Participation in this project enabled us to set up 
our own website to display student work and 
photographs. This website also includes links to 
other educational sites and many students (past 
and present) and staff log on to the website to see 
their work/pictures or to see information about 
recent/future events in the Paediatric Ward e.g 
Captain Starlight visits, Ward Christmas party etc. 

 

 
Captain Starlight visiting a student in the Paediatric Ward  
June 2008. 

Involvement in this project led to other 
Professional Learning for staff in ICT to help 
establish the website and utilise programs that are 
necessary in order to produce and publish 
Student Work to the website. Some of the courses 
that the staff has attended include: 

�  Frontpage (a web design program available 
for free use on all DET PCs); 

�  Audacity (a free downloadable program used 
to record music or interviews especially useful 
for podcasting to the web); 

�  ilife suite (programs available on the imac 
through T4L and includes: itunes, imovie, 
iphoto) also Photobooth (photo and video 
capture) these programs enable podcasting 
and vodcasting to the website; 

�  Moviemaker (a pc program free on all DET 
computers for video capture and editing) used 
in vodcasts; 

�  Photostory (a pc program free on all DET 
computers useful for putting photo’s to music 
along with text). 

 

 
A student composing music with different instruments using 
Garageband on the imac. 

 

Students are also encouraged to show their Home 
School Teachers the website upon returning to 
their home school as it may contain work 
completed by the student in the Hospital School. 
The student’s peers are then able to view many of 
the activities that students have participated in 
while in hospital and this may also lead to an 
easier transition to hospital if necessary for other 
students when ill or injured. 

This project has been of great value to staff and 
students alike. Students are now offered a rare 
opportunity to use varied technologies that are not 
always available at their Home School nor are 
they offered on a 1:1 or 1:2, Teacher to Student 
ratio. 
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Progress on 2008 targets 

Target 1 

Continued Improvement in the delivery of our 
teaching and learning services 

Our achievements include: 

�  Set up and maintenance of the school 
website to communicate student work and 
photo’s to our students home schools and 
their friends and family near and far; 

�  Professional Learning as detailed in the 
ICT curriculum project and also in the 
Professional Learning section of this 
report.  

�  Staff are confidently using technology to 
provide rich tasks for students; 

�  Staff and students are applying 
technology across all subjects. 

 

Target 2 

Improved student outcomes in Literacy 

Our achievements include: 

�  The purchase of Literacy resources and 
activities utilising technology to enhance 
student work; 

�  Professional Learning in Best Start to 
assist Kindergarten students with their 
transition to school in Literacy and 
Numeracy; 

�  Targeting areas of concern from SWSR 
Basic Skills and NAPLAN results such as 
reading and writing by incorporating these 
tasks into our daily literacy sessions for all 
students. 

 

Target 3 

Improved student outcomes in Numeracy 

Our achievements include: 

�  The creation of Numeracy resources that 
are engaging and diverse for our 
students. Some of these resources have 
been shared with other Hospital Schools 
at our combined conferences; 

�  Professional Learning in Best Start to 
assist Kindergarten students with their 
transition to school in Literacy and 
Numeracy. 

 

Key evaluations 

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to 
conduct at least two annual evaluations – one 
related to educational and management practice 
and the other related to curriculum. In 2008 our 
school carried out evaluations of: Teaching and 
Learning; and English and Mathematics. 

 

Educational and management practice 

Teaching and Learning 

Background 

The school has used the School Map best 
practices survey for Teaching and Learning. 

Findings and conclusions 

Results from these surveys are summarised 
below: 

�  SAS and medical staff responses of  
19.2%Usually and 80.8%Almost Always;  

�  Parent responses gave 9%Rarely, 
19%Sometimes, 64%Usually, 9%Almost 
Always; 

�  Teacher responses were 
8.3%Sometimes, 33.3%Usually, 
58.3%Almost Always. 

Statements from surveys include: 

1. The students at this school are provided 
with relevant curriculum; 

7. Teachers provide learning opportunities 
within a stimulating and secure 
environment; 

8.  The students take responsibility for their 
learning. 

 

 
A Yr 7 student learning How to Knit during Creative Arts. 
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Future directions 

Teachers reflected they wanted to provide more of 
a balance of independent and group learning 
activities where available in the Hospital School. 

Curriculum 

English and Mathematics 

Background 

Literacy and Numeracy sessions are built in to our 
daily timetable representing the first two sessions 
of the day. 

Findings and conclusions 

Parents recorded that they had observed students 
completing literacy and numeracy tasks using 
pen/paper worksheets, text book exercises, 
Computer software, and internet activities. 
Parents were happy for their child to have 
participated in these tasks as they could see the 
connectedness to their Home School work. 

Future directions 

Teachers will now ensure reading is part of the 
literacy session each day. This was an area in 
need of more intense focus in the South Western 
Sydney Region (SWSR) data package from the 
2008 NAPLAN results. 

 

 
A student using a new macbook to make a powerpoint about 
Christmas. The Macbooks were purchased by the school with 
Investing In Our Schools funding. 

 

Parent, student, and teacher satisfaction 

In 2008 the school sought the opinions of parents, 
students and teachers and Medical staff about the 
school. These opinions were obtained by informal 
and formal discussions, and written surveys. The 
school received positive feedback in most areas 
once again. 

 

A student wearing a crown he has made during Creative Arts. 

 

 

Professional learning 

All staff have been involved in training and 
development this year. The following list outlines 
the activities attended: 

 

�  ICT training; 

�  ERN training; 

�  ICT Conference; 

�  NSW Hospital Schools Association 
Meetings; 

�  SWSR Principals conference; 

�  Boys will be boys training; 

�  Smart training; 

�  Anaphylaxis training; 

�  ilife training; 

�  Computer Coordinator training; 

�  Steve Biddulph Boys Strategies; 

�  SAMs conference; 

�  Smart buys training; 

�  Brain Gym training; 

�  Accidental Counsellor training; 

�  ADHD training; 

�  Count Me in Too training; 

�  Numeracy training. 
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School development 2009 – 2011 

Targets for 2009 

Target 1 

Improved Overall Literacy achievement in the 
Early Years K-4 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

�  Providing Professional Learning 
opportunities for all staff in Early 
Intervention strategies; 

�  Collecting and reflecting on local area 
Best Start data and putting strategies into 
place to target Literacy areas of need 
based upon these results; 

�  Targeting Literacy in the years K-4 in our 
Individual Education Programs (IEPs) with 
particular emphasis on Reading. 

�  Purchasing more reading books that are 
part of our e-learning series. Students are 
able to interact with activities on the 
computer that are linked to the books. 

 

 

 
A student constructing a scene for his Photostory on 
Prince Caspian. The Photostory is available to be viewed 
on our website in the Student Work page. 

 

 

Our success will be measured by: 

�  A high level of student engagement in 
literacy activities of all types in years K-4; 

�  Students achieving results in Home 
Schools at or above National Minimum 
Standards in Literacy. 

  

 

Target 2 

Professional learning in Numeracy K-12 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

�  Providing Professional Learning 
opportunities for all staff in Numeracy 
strategies K-12; 

�  Collecting and reflecting on local area 
Best Start and NAPLAN data to direct 
focus areas for Professional Learning of 
teaching staff; 

�  Full staff attendance at NSW Hospitals 
Schools Association Term 2 Conference 
focussing on “Developing Efficient 
Numeracy Strategies “; 

�  Ongoing informal discussions on effective 
numeracy resources particularly useful in 
Hospital Schools. 

 

 

Our success will be measured by: 

�  Teachers enthusiastically co-ordinating 
Numeracy activities and resources to be 
used in the Hospital School; 

�  Increased Staff confidence in the teaching 
of Numeracy and identifying appropriate 
activities for all ages and all levels K-12; 

�  Staff feeling supported and given 
opportunities to enhance their skills in 
teaching Numeracy across all K-12 
subjects.  

 

 

 

A student using “Franklins Clubhouse Adventures” CD 
software in our school room. This software helps to 
develop thinking skills such as: Problem Solving and 
Logic, Classifying, Prediction of Outcomes, Spatial 
reasoning, and Patterns and Sequences. 
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High school students in the classroom creating  
Stained Glass paintings for the windows of the ward. 

 

 

Target 3 

Maintaining a positive School Culture in the  

School Community  

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

�  Regularly updating noticeboards and 
website with student work and photos; 

�  Purchase of new additional playground 
equipment to complement existing 
playground; 

�  Contributing to special events held within 
the Paediatric Ward for both staff and 
patients on behalf of the school and NSW 
DET; 

�  Maintaining a positive link between 
Hospital and Home School for 
patients/students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our success will be measured by: 

�  Observations and comments made by our 
wider school community through formal 
surveys and informal discussions; 

�  Positive patient/student experiences in 
the classroom and playground of the 
Paediatric Ward at Bankstown Hospital; 

�  Smooth transitions for students to hospital 
and back to their Home School without 
loss of educational experience; 

�  Parents/Guardians feeling supported by 
Public Education whilst their child is ill or 
injured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A student receiving her gift from Santa at the Ward Christmas 
party in December 2008.  
Gifts were donated by CANTEEN Australia 

 

 



  
11 

About this report  

In preparing this report, the self-evaluation 
committee has gathered information from 
evaluations conducted during the year and 
analysed other information about the school's 
practices and student learning outcomes. The 
self-evaluation committee and school planning 
committee have determined targets for the 
school's future development. 

Rod Leonarder      School Education Director 

      (Bankstown) 

Rosalee Lamaro    Teacher In Charge 

Christine Hodge    School Learning Support 
                                        Officer 

Noeline McKenzie Senior Administrative Manager 

Josie Hodge          Teacher (Casual Relief) 

Kim Milward          Teacher (Casual Relief) 

Julie Adams          Teacher (Casual Relief) 

Naomi Ellis            Acting Nursing Unit Manager 

                   (Paediatric Ward Bankstown Hospital) 

 

 

 
“Pop Art” design finished product November 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 
Captain Starlight entertainment at the Ward Christmas Party 
December 2008 

 

 

 

School contact information 

Bankstown Hospital School 

Paediatric Ward 2F 

Ph: 02 9722-8063 

Fax: 02 9722-8068 

Email: banksthos-s.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Web: www.banksthos-s.schools.det.nsw.edu.au 

School Code: 5548 

 

 

Parents can find out more information about 
Annual School Reports, how to interpret 
information in the reports and have the 
opportunity to provide feedback about these 
reports at: 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr 

 

 

 

 

 



  
12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


